Established 1876 December 24, 2023

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM SACRED HEART CHURCH
PA Charitable Trust Partnered With ST. MARY’S CHURCH

Fr. Thomas Curry, O.S.B, Pastor ~ Fr. Thomas More Sikora, O.S.B. Parochial Vicar
Deacon Bill Gibson, Deacon Andy Froberg, Deacon Ray Ehrensberger

Parish Staff of Sacred Heart Church ~ Patsy, Pat, Kathy, & Dave
Parish Staff of St. Mary’s Church ~ Kim, Ann Marie, Bonnie, & Ed
Faith Formation Staff and Teachers
Blessings in the New Year!!
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Sacred Heart Church, PA Charitable Trust, St. Marys, Pennsylvania

Established 1876

Dec., 23(S): Vigil of Fourth Sunday of Advent
St. Mary’s Church
4:30 p.m.11t1 Hal & Pauline Fritz and Frank Fritz
T Donald W. Fleming
Dec., 24: Fourth Sunday of Advent
Sacred Heart Church
7:00 a.m. Mass For The Parishioners
St. Mary’s Church
9:00 a.m. Special Intention
Sacred Heart Church
10:30 a.m. 1T Don Baumgratz (An.)

Christmas Eve Masses
Dec., 24: Sun., Vigil of The Nativity Of The Lord
Sacred Heart Church
4:00 p.m. Patients & Staff of Pine Crest Manor,
Elk Haven Nursing Home & Silver Creek Terrace
St. Mary’s Church

4:30 p.m. Mass for the Parishioners
Sacred Heart Church
11:30 p.m. Christmas Music

Christmas Day Masses
Dec., 25:(M) The Nativity Of The Lord
Sacred Heart Church
12:00 a.m. Midnight Mass Intention of the Celebrant
7:00 a.m. Intention of all Volunteers of Sacred Heart
and St. Mary’s Parishes
St. Mary’s Church

8:30 a.m. Private Intention

10:30 a.m. Private Intention

Sacred Heart Church

11:00 a.m. Intention of the Celebrant
Dec., 26(T):  St. Stephen, First Martyr

6:15a.m.T7t Frank & Rose Kneidel
Dec., 27(W): St. John, Apostle, Evangelist
6:15a.m. T Eileen Spence
Dec., 28(Th): The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
6:15 a.m.t11 Joseph, Angela (An.) & George Lynch
Dec., 29(F): Fifth Day In The Octave of Christmas
6:15a.m. 1T Gerald & Dorothy Newell
Dec., 30(S): Vigil of Holy Family
St. Mary’s Church
4:30 p.m. 1 L/D of Alfred J. Bauer Family

Dec., 31: Holy Family
Sacred Heart Church
7:00 a.m. Mass for the Parishioners

St. Mary’s Church
9:00 a.m. 1 Verena Cuneo
Sacred Heart Church
10:30 a.m. L/D of Herman & Catherine Lenze Family

PLEASE PRAY for the repose of the souls of all the
faithful departed. May God grant them eternal rest and
comfort all those who mourn them.
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;,'//} The week of December 24, 2023 the
K‘.'f%’ Angel Lamps in the Sanctuary burn
for the following intentions:

4
M, t Donald W. Fleming
1t Thomas G. & Helen J. Herzing
BAPTISMAL PREPARATION CLASSES
Date: Time: Place:

Jan., 9th 6:30 p.m. Queen of the World
814-834-4701

i

No New Year’s Eve Viqgil Mass
Mary Mother of God, Monday, January 1, 2024

NO 6:15 AM Sacred Heart Church
8:30 AM St. Mary’s Church
9:00 AM Queen of the World Church
10:30 AM Sacred Heart Church

Jan., 1st is not a Holy Day of Obligation.

Sacred Heart Church &
St. Mary’s Church
PA Charitable Trusts
Partnered Parish Update

Vet ho |
LT
Mass Time Changes for all
Weekday Masses
beginning Tuesday, January 2, 2024

Sacred Heart Church: 6:15AM
Monday, Wednesday & Friday

St. Mary’s Church: 8:30AM
Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday

“Understand what you do, imitate what you
celebrate, and conform your life to the mystery of
the Lord’s cross.”
-Ordination Rite of Priests-

Gabriel Kraus and

Deacon Brian Meyers Deacon Luke Daghir
Our Lady of Guadalupe Seminary St. Mary’s Seminary
7880 W. Denton Road 5400 Roland Avenue
Denton, NE 68339 Baltimore MD 21210

“31 DAY” VOCATION CALENDAR - Please
consider joining the Parish “31 Club” for Vocations to
the Religious Life. Try to attend a Mass, Holy Hour,
Pray a Rosary OR pray on your chosen date and offer
it for:
¢ Priests/religious who have served our parish in the past.
o For those priests, religious and deacons serving now.
¢ To ask the Lord of the harvest for future vocations.
25th  Dutch Wegemer, Cathy Schneider,

Karen Dick, Lois Bauer
26th  A.J. Feidler, Amy Gorman, Linda Safran, Judy Tate
27th  Pamela Hunt, Marge Gerg, Mary Lou Schutz
28th  Patsy McAllister, Mark Bauer, Dee Pontzer
29th  Myra Trgovac, John Kosco, Jerry & Patty Prechtl
30th  Jeanne Dippold, Gary Lang, Dick Wolfe
31st  The Steve Fritz Family, Leona Fritz, Janet Wolfe
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S we're ccC . .
e messages are every Friday following the 6:15 a.m. Mass.

hIS orld is brash and : At 3:00 p.m. the Divine Mercy Chaplet

gre IS another OQERE ADORATION AT ST. MARY’S CHURCH ?

Wﬁh AREA NEWS
ADORATION AT SACRED HEART ?

i
P

greate

every Tuesday following the 8:30 a.m. Mass.
Closing: Benediction: 4:00 PM.

ADORATION AT QUEEN of the WORLD
every Thursday following the 7:00 a.m. Mass. ?
Closing: Benediction: 5:00 PM.

RELIGIOUS AND PRO LIFE LENDING
Located on the main floor, of the

Sacred Heart Parish Center. Opened Mon., thru Fri.,
9 am to 4 pm. It’s a nice quiet place to sit and read a
book or take out a book or items for you to read or

CHILDREN & Youth Services view in your own home. Sorry, notopen on
Elk County, PA. weekends, Holidays or Holy Days.
Foster The Change
Somewhere, Someone Incredible THE BENEDICTINE GIFT SHOP~
Needs a Family Like Yours! 139 Church Street in St. Marys is your one-stop
Become an Elk County shop for Religious Items. Carrying on the
Foster Parent tradition of the Benedictine Sisters of Elk County,

Foster Care

¢ Agency support
¢ Financial aide

¢ Open your heart & home

they strive to provide quality merchandise at the
lowest price possible. Check out their Facebook
page to see what is new. Open Tuesday through
Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturdays from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Closed on Sundays, Mondays &
Holy Days.

More Infor
CONTA

GLASSES FOUND IN PHE PEPPERMINT STICK GIFT SHOP
SACRED HEART CHURCH~ ; . Hours: Mon., thru Thurs.,10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
If you lost these, they are in the Stop by and check it out!

Parish Office.

rEFEFrs

MERRY WIDOWS Luncheon & Meeting

Mon., Jan., 8th Sacred Heart at Noon. ‘
Cost will be $10.00. Widows please come —
and join us for lunch and an afternoon

of fun.

erbstntt Brooks Murphy and Lucy Weis.

SPECIAL ENVELOPES FOR THE MONTH OF c:.p-mmsmc.p.;
Dec., 25 Christmas Offering :
Jan., 01, 2024 Solemnity of Mary

DATES TO REMEMBER

Mondays Praying the Rosary in Church 4:00 p.m.
Fridays Rosary in Church 1:00 p.m.
Fridays Divine Mercy Chapletin Church  3:00 p.m.
Dec., NO Parish Council Meeting




Page Four

St. Marys Inter-Parish

D Jaita OLIFE TEEN

Faith Formation Calendar
All classes are held at the St. Mary’s Church Parish
Center (Former Catholic Middle School),
325 Church Street, unless otherwise noted.

Schedule changes as the school calendar changes
because of CDC guidelines. You can also refer to the
sminterparishfff.com website for updated schedules

Wed., Dec. 27 No Elementary Faith Formation
(Christmas Break)

NO Grade 1 CGS at Sacred Heart Atrium
(Christmas Break)

Wed., Jan. 3 Elementary Faith Formation (grade 1-5)
6:00 PM - 7:30 PM

Grade 1 CGS at Sacred Heart Atrium

(5:50 PM-7:20 PM)

Sun., Jan. 7 St. Boniface Whole Family Catechesis
9:00 AM -10:15 AM

Middle School Faith Formation 6:00 PM- 7:45 PM
Confirmation 6:00 PM — 7:45 PM

Tues., Jan. 9 Confirmation class for SMA students
after 3" Period in Room 205

Wed., Jan. 10 Elementary Faith Formation (grade 1-5)
6:00 PM — 7:30 PM (4™ and 5™ grade Family Night)
Grade 1 CGS at Sacred Heart Atrium

(5:50 PM — 7:20 PM)

SAVE THE DATES

First Reconciliation

Tues., Feb., 27 Queen of the World Students at 6:00 PM
at Queen of the World

Tues., Feb., 27 St. Boniface Students at 7:00 PM
at St. Boniface

Wed., Feb., 28 Sacred Heart & St. Mary’s Students at
6:00 PM at St. Mary’s Church

From the Pastor’s Desk ri ~

Hearts Overflowing with Gratitude!

Many thanks to the organizers, announcers, bakers and
all of the volunteers for the recent Bah Humbug Festival.
One of the volunteers offered a comment about the
Rueben sandwiches that are served at this festival,
"They are better than the Rueben sandwiches in

Times Square!" | must agree, | ate two of the famous
Sacred Heart Ruebens at the Bah Humbug back-to-back
and they tasted fantastic! Please try those again soon.
Speaking of Times Square, please have a

Happy New Year.

Christmas Blessings,
Fr. Tom

(=)

S| D UNKIN-”
IDisSscCculsSsSion
Where: Dunkin Donuts

on the PMillion Dollar Highway, St. Marys
Vihen: Jan. 3, 2024
Time: G:45pm —B:15pm
Who: Students in grades 6-12
The drinks are on usl!!
Sponsored by: Rooted Youth Ministry

FOREIGN MISSION SERVICE
TRIP GUIDELINES:

Awards are contingent on the
sl application of college age
Sl students (ages 18-25) who are
members of a Benedictine
parish staffed by a monk of Saint Vincent Archabbey.
Awards will be evaluated by order received and will be
given on a case-by-case basis.
A limited number of awards will be granted for flight
related expenses to and from Saint Vincent Archabbey’s
foreign mission location. The limit of the award is 50%
of those costs.
The awardee is expected to raise the remaining funds
($1,250.00) for the support of missionary activities while
on the trip. Any funds raised above these amounts will
go towards the promotion of the Archabbey Wimmer
Fund. The awardee is also required to:
e Participate in service activities throughout the
mission trip.
« Journal their experience, via social media, while on
mission.
e Be available and participate in follow-up activities
including writing articles, making presentations,
providing photos, and other awareness activities.
Applicants must have a letter from their pastor
addressing their character.
All applications are due by January 3, 2024.

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns,
please contact

Br. Bosco Hough at his email
(bosco.hough@stvincent.edu)

or by calling him at 724-532-6738).

P ok Ui

ELK COUNTY COLLISION
Professional Collision Repair
“Do it Right or Do it Twice”
Free computerized Estimates
809 S. Michael St. Marys
814~834~1072
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FOURTH WEEK OF

ADVENT

Life is troubling. Who among us has not struggled with
anxiety and difficulties, sometimes massive ones?

| certainly have, as have many of my loved ones. If we
do, does this mean that we don't trust the Lord or just
need to toughen up?

I don’t think so. How encouraging for us anxious and
troubled souls to hear Luke describe the Blessed Mother
Mary in these words, “But she was greatly troubled at
what was said.” An archangel has visited her.

An inconceivable promise has been made to her. Her life
has become wildly unpredictable, perhaps more so than
any person before or since. The first point for us: the
Lord is with her precisely when she is troubled.

Her anxiousness and God’s presence are not mutually
exclusive. Christianity is not about a trance-like robotic
indifference. It's about the presence of divine love.

Even in — especially in — troubled circumstances.

Our troubled soul can become our greatest treasure.
What seems so troubling at first to Mary becomes the
best possible thing, Jesus, the Savior and Lord, is now
her son. All the difficulties and troubles remain, and yet
her movement into the fullness of God is accelerated.
What is troubling you right now? This scripture invites us
now, this week, to hear the Lord’s messenger say to us
what he said to Mary, “Do not be afraid! You have
found favor with God.”

— Father John Muir ©LPi

FATIMA PRAYER GROUP

Monday Night Apostolate of Fatima Rosary at
Sacred Heart Church will be held at 4:00 p.m.
“Pray the Rosary everyday for Peace in the World”.

The Nativity of the Lord

Our hearts are aglow with the joy of Christmas!
Our senses are alive with the season, from the rich
smells of evergreen and gingerbread to the feel of
crisp air on our skin and the warmth of a loved
one’s embrace. At some point in the holiday hustle
and bustle, take a few moments of quiet. In the
silence, reflect on the other senses of the season.
Imagine the cool damp of an animal stable, the
earthy smell of hay and feed, and the crisp night air
blowing in softly. Imagine kneeling beside an
exhausted, joyful mother and a relieved, protective
father. Imagine an infant wrapped in cloth scraps
held out to your open arms. Imagine holding the
infant Jesus. As his eyes meet yours, welcome into
your heart the greatest gift of Christmas.




Pro Clean by D. We

Residential & Commercial Carpet Cleaning &
814-781-1155 / 814-594-4319

Dave Wendel - Owner
Kristen Geitner - Manager / Estimator
Free Estii
Fully
= All Services inch
Disinfectant

Art Heary & Sons, Inc.
Home Furnishings,
Serta Mattresses,
Flooring Sales
and Installations
(814) 781-1715 » 125 Arch St., St. Marys
www.arthearyandsonsfurniture.com

e

ST. MARYS
PAVING

Co. Inc.
Commercial * Residential
Free Estimates * Fully Insured
781-1429 » Fax 834-7869
282 Belsole Rd., St. Marys

Have Medicare?
Want to lower your prescription drug
co-pays/premiums or Part B premium?

Call APPRISE to see if you qualify for Extra
Help and/or Medicare Saving Program.

= pennsylvania
- w8

ADVANTAGE

METAL POWDERS, INC.
814-77-BLEND e advantagempi.com
For All Your Powder Needs

— In Days, Not Weeks —

R.DANA CRISP
REALTOR®

1-800-783-7067
w

814.594.7762 Cell %

814.375.1167 Bus

998 Beaver Drive COLDWELL BANKER

DuBois, PA DEVELOPAC REALTY
www.developac.com  Euchoffce is independently owned & operated

MET
Industries, Inc.

QUALITY POWDER METAL PARTS
1241 Brusselles Street, St. Marys, PA 15857

814-781-3630 | www.metcopm.com

STOMNE SALES|
Limestone & Sandstone
Coal - Softnut « Hardnut « Rice
Hardscape & Landscape Products
1247 Million Dollar Hwy., Kersey, PA
814-834-1914 * 888-834-1914

SEAMLESS
GUTTERS

Free Estimates  Fully Insured
Gutter Guards Available
www.cagutters.com

Carl Hanes * (814) 834-1123
Kersey, PA PA029106

All Sizes

K

Vour Center. Your Future

Through Partnerships we offer everything from
GED® to a Master's Degree

J & L Market & Garage
_CONVENIENCE STORE
= Full Service Auto,
‘\ = Gas Pumps & Diesel
e

814-834-7744
1581 Bucktail Rd.
St. Mary, PA 15857

Proud to Support
Sacred Heart Church

Call us at 814-965-5876

Academic

DISCOVER Partnership
Meeting Spaces
Leadership and Camaeron
Personal Growth
Professional Development

VY osr Community

Site Development - Limestone

Demolition Contractor
Fax 834-7869

781-1429
282 Belsole Road - St Marys, PA

HOUSLER

X TOWNSHIP MANOR
108 Irishtown Road, Kersey, PA 15846

Affordable Senior Apartments
Independent living. All utilities included. Must be 62 or
older and have an annual income of less than $28,950

= Call (814) 885-6855 &\

FAMILY EYE CARE

WAC
949 Million Dollar Highway, St. Marys
814-834-1308

SUBURBAN

[ ol BUILDING
CENTER

We’re gonna help you do it.
Johnsonburg Road - St. Marys
781-7576

FOX TOWNSHIP DENTAL CENTER
176 Skyline Drive, Kersey, PA 15846

0 814-245-2200 0

Dr. Susanne Maslo

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

WWW.KEYSTONERURALHEALTH.COM

834-7721
\CKEYSTONE,

Your “KEY” to Better Hearing

FOX TOWNSHIP MEDICAL CENTER
174 Skyline Drive, Kersey, PA 15846
814-245-2004
Lauren Shaver, PA-C
ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

WWW.KEYSTONERURALHEALTH.COM

ELK COUNTY COLLISION

Professional Collision Repair
" “Do it Right or Do it Twice”

-
-i rﬁ ' Free Computerized Estimates

809 S. Michael St Marys
834-1072

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

o«e Dining Room Now Open Tues.-Wed. 4pm-9pm
I (]

Thurs.-Sat. 4pm-9pm, Fri. 1lam-9pm
Eat-In or Take-Out = Now Hiril
Fish Frys are still available all
We have a Dj Fri. & Sat. 9pm - 1am
Karaoke Sunday from 8 to midnight
1221 Bruselles St., St Mary's, PA
814-834-7508

e

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

® Burglary
® Fire Safety

© ADT-Monitored Home Security

=== Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

833-287-3502

REAL ESTATE
CLOSING

122 CENTER STREET

NORTHERN TIER SETTLEMEN ER

-
ICES, LLC
« ST. MARYS, PA 15857

TELEPHONE: 814-834-1311 « FAX: 814-834-1116
EMAIL: NTSS@WINDSTREAM.NET
Your Convenience is Our Priority

catholicmatch’
Pennsylvania

CatholicMatch.com/PA

2-D-3-2

B

LET'S GR

OW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Mike Hall

Edward Jones

Looking for direction in this volatile
market? Stocks. Bonds. Cd’s. IRA’s.
Mutual Funds. Let’s talk.

Bill Boylan

Financial Advisor

MHall@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 477-4574 x6311 781-1968
For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com 14-0963



