








Page Five 

 The following is a recounting of a mother’s love for her son as retold by Gabrielle Weisner 
 
       I feel overwhelmed, as if I’m drowning. There is no way out, I’m stuck. There are so many options, yet I feel as if 
there is only one, abortion. I’m only seventeen. I live with my mother and my hidden unborn child. My mom has been 
through so much with her divorce that my heartbreaking news would only make the situation worse. How do I tell her 
I’m pregnant?  The decision seems easier in my head than when I say it out loud. At fourteen, I was doing a lot of 
things to drown out a lot of emotional pain I was feeling because of abuses endured. I finally pulled it together,  but not 
enough to carry or care for a child. I was and am still hurt and I’ve damaged my body so much that I don’t  think I’m 
capable of loving or being loved. I’ve always wanted a child, but not now, not like this. I’m only seventeen and I cannot 
deal with the toll this will take. It is too much. I want this baby deleted from my life. I want an abortion so  my life will go 
back to normal.  But maybe, just maybe, the baby will heal me. If I can find the courage to carry him. 
           
Because there is doubt, I need to find someone to talk to…I could talk to my mom, but I know what she’ll say, abortion 
is easier. I’ll debate it alone. I’m going to follow my heart, and trust my instincts.  “God gives his toughest battles to his 
strongest soldiers,” and with His help, I will keep this baby, but I must leave my home. This shelter for pregnant girls 
will work, even though I’m only seventeen. I’m scared, anxious, yet excited. I can not wait to see what the future holds. 
If I decide I cannot be a mother, I  can always put him up for adoption. There are plenty of families who long for a  
baby. If I can not figure out how to take care of myself and my baby, I will give him to someone who can. But for now,  
I am going to wait it out and see what I can do.  I'm only seventeen, but I am determined. . . 
          
 The nine months went by so fast but at the same time, so slowly.  I waited so long to decide that it was time for the 
baby to arrive. I was scared and nervous.  As soon as he was born, his first cry was music. It was the happiest   
moment of my life! Seeing his little face, I was so grateful that God sustained me. He gave me the courage I needed.   
Later, I learned that approximately fifty percent of the pregnancies in the United States are unwanted. This statistic 
made me feel better and less guilty about wanting to abort him in the  first place. I was not as alone as I thought. 
    
Fast forward to today, all these years later,  I see my son on stage in front of millions of people who love him and buy 
outrageously expensive tickets just to be in his presence. As I watch from my couch, I cannot even imagine the pain 
and suffering abortion would have caused leaving me to wonder what his life could have been. Instead I get to watch 
what his life unfolds, he is the one and only,  Justin Bieber. If you are considering an abortion, you are not alone.  
I was there. I was scared, but your baby’s life is worth it, and so are you. 

Katie Petrosky 
One moment, 
Two pink lines, 
Three people affected by one choice. 
Four parents to tell, 
Five minutes of silence followed by, “Do you have a plan?” 
Four jobs, 
Three months too long to decide if I want an abortion. 
Two kids forgetting their immature ways and making grown up decisions. 
One choice, life. 
 
Ten people asking me in the halls if it is true. 
Nine more months of school to endure. 
Eight teachers to inform about why I have been absent. 
Seven hour school days,  
Six hours of work to follow, 
Five days of the week. 
Am I strong enough for this? 
Four weeks between seeing my baby on an ultrasound. 
Three lives completely changed. 
Two outcomes, boy or girl. 
One beautiful child, brought safely into the world. 

One family, 
Two dogs, 
Three children later. 
Four grandparents over for dinner every 
Saturday, 
Five o’clock mass prior. 
Six little eyes watching the priest and the 
world around them. 
Seven nighttime Bible stories read, 
Eight o’clock bedtime. 
Nine goodnight kisses, 
Ten years later. 
 
We made it. 

ELK COUNTY CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL RECENT ESSAY CONTEST AND WINNERS: Happy to announce the  
winners of the LOVE LIFE: Pro Woman, Pro Babies, Pro Love, Pro Life Writing Contest sponsored by:  
The Judith Manno Stager Right to Life Fund in conjunction with the English Department at ECCSS short biography, 
and two fables took the top prizes and are great examples of truth, beauty and goodness so needed in our  
current culture..  
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Art Heary & Sons, Inc.
	 Home Furnishings,
	 Serta Mattresses,
	 Flooring Sales
	 and Installations
(814) 781-1715 • 125 Arch St., St. Marys
www.arthearyandsonsfurniture.com

Free Estimates • Fully Insured
Gutter Guards Available

www.cagutters.com

Carl Hanes • (814) 834-1123
Kersey, PA  PA029106

CAVALIER
ROOFING

Proud to Support
Sacred Heart Church

Call us at 814-965-5876

781-1429

Site Development • Limestone
Demolition Contractor

Fax 834-7869

282 Belsole Road • St Marys, PA

ST. MARYS
PAVING

Co. Inc.
Commercial •  Residential

Free Estimates • Fully Insured
781-1429 •  Fax 834-7869
282 Belsole Rd., St. Marys

	 SUBURBAN
	 BUILDING
	 CENTER

We’re gonna help you do it.
Johnsonburg Road • St. Marys

781-7576

ROLLEY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC, PC

Ronald J. Rolley, Jr., D.C.
Palmer Graduate

628 S. St. Marys Street, St. Marys

(814) 834-1045
www.rolleyfamilychiropractic.com

Family chiropractic care - Most insurances accepted

FOX TOWNSHIP DENTAL CENTER
176 Skyline Drive, Kersey, PA 15846

814-245-2200 
Dr. Susanne Maslo

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

FOX TOWNSHIP MEDICAL CENTER
174 Skyline Drive, Kersey, PA 15846

814-245-2004
Lauren Shaver, PA-C

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
WWW.KEYSTONERURALHEALTH.COM WWW.KEYSTONERURALHEALTH.COM

ELK COUNTY COLLISIONELK COUNTY COLLISION
Professional Collision Repair

	 “Do it Right or Do it Twice”
	 Free Computerized Estimates
	 809 S. Michael St Marys
	 834-1072

Limestone & Sandstone 	 All Sizes
Coal • Softnut • Hardnut • Rice

Hardscape & Landscape Products
1247 Million Dollar Hwy., Kersey, PA
814-834-1914 • 888-834-1914

FOX TOWNSHIP MANOR
108 Irishtown Road, Kersey, PA 15846

Affordable Senior Apartments
Independent living. All utilities included. Must be 62 or
older and have an annual income of less than $27,300

Call (814) 885-6855

	 REAL ESTATE 
	 CLOSING

NORTHERN TIER SETTLEMENT SERVICES, LLC
122 CENTER STREET • ST. MARYS, PA 15857

TELEPHONE: 814-834-1311 • FAX: 814-834-1116
EMAIL: NTSS@WINDSTREAM.NET

Your Convenience is Our PriorityYour “KEY” to Better Hearing

834-7721

Call APPRISE to see if you qualify for Extra
Help and/or Medicare Saving Program.

1-800-783-7067

Want to lower your prescription drug
co-pays/premiums or Part B premium?

Have Medicare?

QUALITY POWDER METAL PARTS 
1241 Brusselles Street, St. Marys, PA 15857 

814-781-3630 | www.metcopm.com

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
Dining Room Now Open Tues.-Wed. 4pm-9pm

Thurs.-Sat. 4pm-9pm,  Fri. 11am-9pm 

Eat-In or Take-Out • Now Hiring
Fish Frys are still available all year. 

We have a Dj Fri. & Sat. 9pm - 1am 
Karaoke Sunday from 8 to midnight

1221 Bruselles St., St Mary’s, PA
814-834-7508

 Kitchens	  Baths
 Windows	  Doors
 Custom Cabinetry

Fully Insured
Quality Work

St. Marys, PA • PA 006647

Dan Dollinger | (814) 245-8600 | dhidjd100@outlook.com

Dr. Daniel D. Jones
chiropractic physician
ST MARYS CHIROPRACTIC CENTER

129 N. Michael St. • St. Marys, PA 15857
Phone:	 814-834-3217
Fax:	 814-834-5179

Hours By
Appointment

Each office is independently owned & operated

R. DANA CRISP
realtor®

814.594.7762 Cell
814.375.1167 Bus
998 Beaver Drive
DuBois, PA
www.developac.com

Make your financial future a priority.

J & L Market & Garage
CONVENIENCE STORE 

	 Full Service Auto, 
	 Gas Pumps & Diesel

	 814-834-7744	
		 1581 Bucktail Rd.
	 St. Mary, PA 15857

	 Pro Clean by D. Wendel
	 Residential & Commercial Carpet Cleaning & more
	 814-781-1155 / 814-594-4319

Dave Wendel - Owner
Kristen Geitner - Manager / Estimator

	carpet & upholstery
	ceramic tile & grout
	car detailing
	general cleaning

Free Estimates
      Fully Insured

 All Services include
	 Disinfectant Solution

814-77-BLEND • advantagempi.com
For All Your Powder Needs
— In Days, Not Weeks —

949 Million Dollar Highway, St. Marys
814-834-1308

LET’S GROW  
YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Lorne Searight

lsearight@4LPi.com 
 (800) 477-4574 x6460


